Frederick Strings ( Wedding Music Planner

E-mail: rita@fredstrings.com  (  Website: www.fredstrings.com 

Phone/Fax: 301-695-8868
INSTRUCTIONS

Fill in all that are appropriate to your event.  After you have completed filling out this form, save and send this form back 1-2 weeks before your event as an attachment to rita@fredstrings.com or, if you do not have E-mail, fax to 301-695-8868.  

Please note that it is very helpful for us to have a complete copy of your ceremony in advance if it will differ substantially from what is included on this form. 
A. PRELUDE MUSIC

The Prelude typically begins about 30 minutes before the start of the Processional to allow time for your guests to be seated, and to create an appropriate atmosphere.   
You have the option of either letting the musicians select the prelude music or selecting up to 6 selections of your own.  If you wish us to select the music for your prelude, please indicate this in the appropriate section or just leave the numbers blank.   

Generally, the mothers or other “Very Important Persons (VIP’s)” in your life (mothers, grandmothers, etc.) are the last to be seated.  Most couples select a special piece for them to be seated to so as to honor their unique status in this event.  The seating of the VIPs generally usually signals that the entrance of the bridal party is imminent.  Please indicate in this section how many VIP’s will be seated during this music, and who will the last one seated (usually the bride’s mother).  Also please indicate in this section if the mothers will light candles or do anything else before they proceed to their seats.  

Remember that we need a cue from your pre-designated coordinator a few minutes (2-3 minutes is perfect) before the VIP’s are to be seated.  Having the cue a few minutes ahead allows us time to conclude the piece that we are performing at an appropriate point.  If there is a delay for any reason (it happens!), we will continue with appropriate Prelude music until we get a cue from your designated coordinator that the VIP’s are ready to be seated.  
After the VIPs are seated, the entrances of the officiant (minister, priest, etc.) and bridal party usually follow right afterwards.    
B.  PROCESSIONAL
In this section, you will specify who is in the Processional in the exact order in which they will proceed (e.g., 2 junior bridesmaids, 4 bridesmaids, maid of honor, ringbearer, and 2 flower girls).

Most couples make separate selections for the bridal party and for the bride, but if your bridal party is small or if you prefer continuity, you can use the same selection for the bridal party and the bride.  

C.   CEREMONY
Edit as appropriate for your event.  A typical ceremony layout is shown.  You can have music played wherever you wish during the ceremony.  Please be sure to indicate this on the form.  

D. RECESSIONAL
Fill out all fields as appropriate.  It is fine to select two or even three pieces for the Recessional music.  Please indicate in what order they should be performed.  It is very important that we know the exact moment to start the recessional (e.g., after the kiss or after the announcement of the couple as husband and wife, etc.).  
Fill in the shaded areas below to indicate your musical selections.  If not applicable, delete or leave blank.  

Ignore colors in parenthesis indicated in several places; these are for our internal use, thanks!
FREDERICK STRINGS ( WEDDING MUSIC PLANNER

	NAME:
	    

	EVENT DATE:
	   

	START AND FINISH TIMES (on contract):
	   

	EVENT LOCATION:
	   

	ENSEMBLE (TRIO OR QUARTET):
	 


A. PRELUDE MUSIC

	1: Note: you can let the musicians select the prelude music, or you can list up to 8 pieces here.  Include any relevant details in this section such as pieces to be sung with soloists, pieces that will be sung by other musicians, etc.  

	2:  

	3:  

	4:  

	5:  

	5:  

	7:  

	8:  


	List all VIP’s to be seated (in order):

(e.g., groom’s mother, bride’s mother, etc.)
	


	VIP Seating Music (green):
	


	VIP Details:

(e.g., candle lighting, etc.)
	


B. PROCESSIONAL MUSIC

	Ceremony start time:
	


	List all members of the bridal party in the processional in the order that they will walk down the aisle (we don’t need their actual names, just indicate the number of junior bridesmaids, bridesmaids, maid(s) of honor, flower girls, ringbearer, etc.)
	


	Bridal party music selection: (pink)
	


	Who is last (just before the bride)?
	


	Bride’s music selection (white):
	


	Other details (optional):
	


C. WEDDING CEREMONY (edit as appropriate for your event and add whatever music you wish at any portion of the event.  A common ceremony layout follows):
Greeting/Welcome

Declaration of Intention

First Reading 

	Music selection: (red)
(optional)
	


Second Reading

Intercessory Prayers

Gospel (optional)
Homily

The Rite of Marriage

Exchange of Vows 

Blessing & Exchange of Rings  

	Unity Candle music: (gold)  
(optional)
	




Presentation (e.g., roses to mothers)

Prayers, Declaration of Marriage & Blessing of Marriage

The Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal With Nuptial Blessing  

D. RECESSIONAL MUSIC

	Cue for Recessional 

(e.g., kiss, announcement, etc.)
	


	Last thing officiant says before Recessional music starts:
	


	Recessional music: (blue)
	


	Other Ceremony Details:
	


E. COCKTAIL HOUR / RECEPTION MUSIC STYLE PREFERENCES (optional)

	Music style preferences (list as many as you wish,, e.g. light classical, love songs, show tunes, popular songs, religious or spiritual songs, fiddle tunes, Irish music, waltzes, jazz or rags, or holiday music.
	


	Entrance of the Bridal Party: (if applicable)
	


	Bride & Groom First Dance: (if applicable):
	


	Father/Bride Dance: (if applicable):
	


	Mother/Groom Dance: (if applicable):
	


	Last Music Selection for Bride and Groom: (if applicable):
	


